CRIMINAL   TENDENCIES   IN   NORMAL   CHILDREN
make the criminal. This point is difficult to answer, for the
reason that psycho-analysis has not yet occupied itself much with
this particular problem. Unfortunately I have not a great deal
of experience to which I can refer in this very interesting and
important field of work. But certain cases which approximated
somewhat to the criminal type have given me some idea of the
way in which this development comes about. I will quote one
case which seems to me to be very instructive. A boy of twelve
years of age who was to be sent to a reformatory was brought for
analysis to me. His delinquencies were breaking open the school
cupboard and a tendency to steal in general, but mostly break-
ing up things, and sexual attacks on little girls. He had no
relationship to anyone but a destructive one; his boy friendships
had mostly this purpose too. He had no special interests and
even seemed indifferent to punishments and rewards. The intel-
ligence of this child was much under normal, but this did not
prove a hindrance to the analysis, which went on quite well and
seemed to promise good results. I was told after a few weeks
that the child began to change favourably. Unfortunately I had
to make a long break for personal reasons, when I had had the
child for two months in analysis. In those two months the child
was to have come three times a week, but I saw him only fourteen
times, as his foster-mother did her best to keep him from coming
to me. During this very disturbed analysis the child neverthe-
less did not commit any act of delinquency, but began them again
during the time of the break, whereupon he was at once sent
to a reformatory, and all my attempts after rny return to get him
back for analysis failed. From the whole situation, I do not
doubt in the least that he has started on the path of a criminal
career.
I will now give a brief survey of the causes of his development
as far as I could gather them from the analysis. The child grew
up under the most desolate circumstances. The older sister had
forced him and his smaller brother at a very early age to sexual
acts. The father died during the war; the mother fell ill; the
sister dominated the whole family; things altogether were in a
sorry state. When the mother was dead he came under the care
of various foster-mothers and grew from bad to worse. The
main point in his development seemed to be fear and hatred of
his sister. He hated his sister, who represented for him the
principle of evil, on account of this sexual relation, but also because
she ill-treated him, was unkind to the dying mother and so on.
On the other hand, however, he was bound to the sister by a
dominating fixation which apparently was based only on hatred
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